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Title of Publication: 

GM Discovery Asian 1 

Other Known Title: 

Not Stated 

Format: 

DVD 

Director / Author: 

Not Stated 

Producer/Publisher: 

Not Stated 

Country of Origin: 

Thailand 

Language: 

Thai 

Applicant: 

Comptroller of Customs 

Distributor: 

Not Applicable 

Classification: 

The unexcised version of this publication is classified 

as Objectionable. 


The excised version of this publication is classified as 

Objectionable except if the availability of the 
publication is restricted to persons who have 
attained the age of 13 years. 


Descriptive Note: Not Applicable 

Display Conditions: Not Applicable 

Date of entry in Register: 29 August 2007 

Date of direction to issue a label: Not Applicable 
OFLCNo: 701558 


Unexcised version of publication: 



Components 


Feature: 

GM Discovery Asian 1 
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Total running time: 


57.33 
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Excisions: 


Excisions Recommended But Not Made 


Reasons for excisions: 

One excision is required to remove a segment that depicts extreme acts of violence and 
cmelty towards animals in a manner that is intended to be deliberately shocking and 
entertaining. This material would result in the availability of the publication being injurious 
to the public good under s3 (3) (a) (i) of the FVPC Act. 

Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The DVD entitled GM Discovery Asian 1 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The publication is a DVD consisting mostly of documentary-style footage from Thailand. 
Preceding the main part of the DVD is a short component (approximately seven and a half 
minutes) which appears to be a trailer or promotion for another DVD or series of DVDs. 
This section of the DVD consists of a montage of strong animal cmelty and violence that 
has been collated and presented in a manner that indicates its intended purpose as being to 
entertain viewers who enjoy being shocked by such extreme depictions. 

The Classification Office requested that the publication's importer excise the part of the 
publication that depicts acts of torture, the infliction of serious physical harm and acts of 
significant cmelty to such a strong degree and in such manner that the availability of the 
publication would be likely to be injurious to the public good. The depiction of the use of 
extreme violence towards and the infliction of cmelty on, animals, and the focus on their 
suffering for the purposes of entertainment is likely to be highly disturbing to most people. 

In this instance the importer did not contact the Classification Office within 20 working 
days of the date of the excision notice. The publication is therefore objectionable. 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990 on the application of the classification criteria. The classification interferes with the 
freedom of expression but this must be weighed against the likely injury to the public good 
arising from the availability of a publication that deals with acts of torture, the infliction of 
serious physical harm and/or acts of significant cmelty to such a strong degree and in such 
manner. It was Parliament's intention that such publications should be banned, excised or 
restricted to prevent this injury. 
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